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Texts are not created in a vacuum. The realistic texts, particularly, the
didactic genre inevitably contain the cultural extract of their times. The
present research seeks to collect and formulate the most outstanding
behavioral and cultural features of Iranians by examining four anecdotes
from the four most important didactic works written in the fifth and sixth
Hijri centuries which include Nizami Ganjavi’s Makhzanol Asrar
(Treasury of Mysteries) in verse, Sanai’s The Hadigat al Hagiga (The
Walled Garden of Truth) in verse, Khawaja Nizam al-Molk’s Siyasatnama
(Book of Government) in prose, and Onsor Ma’ali’s Qabus-name (Mirror
of Princes) in prose. These didactic and anecdotal texts were selected
because they were produced to establish norms based on dos and don'ts.
The study, moreover, chose the texts since they disseminated the socially
approved ethical culture and discouraged existing cultural abnormalities.
This research’s findings (which historically cover the Daylamite, Buyid,
and Ghaznavid dynasties) indicate that the anecdotes of didactic texts are
truthful and reliable mirrors reflecting people’s existential, cultural, and
behavioral issues in the absence of social and cultural histories. On a
personal level, ‘being realistic’ is an approved and encouraged behavior
having great frequency in these texts. On the collective level, ‘demanding
one’s right and questioning’ was highly frequent, and in the governmental
dimension, ‘encouraging rulers’ wisdom and judiciousness’ had the highest
frequency. These features indeed mirror the irrational and biased ruling
manner of those times.
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