-

i

Golestan University

Journal of Literary and Social Research

.

HEIf
A comparative study of women's problems and personalities in two plays: Shadow

written by Rosa Jamali and Language - Wild Raspberries written by Naghmeh
Samini, using Lucien Goldman's sociological literary analytical method

Volume 4(2), Summer 2025

Samira Karimpour®, Seyed Mostafa Mokhtabad Amraei®

Mohammad Jafar Yousefian Kenari®

! PhD. Candidate, Art, Art and Architecture Research, University of Science and Research, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran
2 Professor, Faculty of Art and Architectur, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran,

Email: mokhtabm@modares.ac.ir

3Associate Professor, Dramatic Literature, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Full Paper

Article history:
Received: 2025-5-17
Accepted: 2025-7-18

Keywords:

Sociology of literature
worldview of the author
The status of the Iranian
women in the 1990s
Rosa Jamali

Naghme Samini
Genetic Structuralism
Lucian Goldmann

In the 20th century, with the ideas of George Lukéacs, Lucien Goldman,
Bakhtin and Koehler, the sociology of literature grew and evolved. Since then,
constructive criticism studies the sources and the process of birth and
development of a work, for this reason it is also called "embryology” of the
work.The theory of "formative constructivism™ is based on the assumption that
literary creation has a collective worldview, which is characterized by the
coherence of its constructions with the mental constructions of social groups.
To use this method, three categories of author's worldview, social class, text
structure and social construction should be studied. And the author's literary
works should be related to the fundamental structures of social and historical
reality. The theory of "formative constructivism” is based on the assumption
that literary creation has a collective worldview, which is characterized by the
coherence of its constructions with the mental constructions of social groups.
To use this method, three categories of author's worldview, social class, text
structure and social construction should be studied. And the author's literary
works should be related to the fundamental structures of social and historical
reality. Based on this theory, the two plays "Shadow" written by "Rosa Jamali"
and "Wild Raspberry Language" written by "Naghmah Samini" are analyzed in
a comparative manner in order to study the issues of women in the nineties
from the perspective of the two female playwrights, to clarify which one was
more familiar with the problems of women in society, to what extent they tried
to show them, and to what extent they gave more appropriate ways to solve the
problems. The aim is to identify the issues and problems of women with a
sociological approach. This research, while introducing the concepts of
Goldman's formative structuralism criticism in sociological criticism, evaluates
these concepts in the two plays under study. The results of this research show
that in terms of the overall social reality, the play Shadow can involve a larger
number of women because women in the 1990s were more involved in
economic issues and gender inequality; but in the play Wild Raspberry
Tongue, the problems revolve around political situations; situations that made
the safe life of the woman in the play unsafe. This research was conducted
using a descriptive-analytical method in a documentary manner, explaining the
theory and application of Goldman's developmental constructivism.
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' While dialectical materialism has always been the most sophisticated method of linking art and society, it is
precisely Goldmann's contribution to have taken this much embattled heritage and to have formed paradigmatic
categories that allow one to pass back and forth between these two levels, but in a non-mechanistic fashion. Only
with such dialectical categories could he have avoided privileging either the discipline of sociology or that of

_ aesthetics.

" A genuinely great thinker is one who achieves the maximum possible2 truth starting from the interests and social
situation of some particular group, and who succeeds in formulating it in such a way as to endow it with real scope

_and effectiveness. For in philosophy, as in intellectual life

"I would point out first of all that the theme of man and human community is central not only to Kant's thought but
to the whole of modern philosophy. We are not here concerned with matters of scholarship - although precise
knowledge of the texts and of the facts is a necessary condition for any serious study - but with the most important
philosophical and human problems, with the central point from which alone the positions of the different
philosophical systems 22 vis-a-vis the problems of epistemology, morals and history become fully comprehensible

~ and meaningful.

v Kant seems to me to be the first modern thinker to recognize anew the importance of the totality as a fundamental
category of existence, or at least to recognize its problematic character. Kant's importance lies in the fact that he not
only expressed with the utmost clarity his predecessors' individualist and atomist conceptions of the world taken to
their logical conclusions, and thereby encountered their ultimate limits: he did not stop, as did most of the neo-
Kantians, at the recognition of these limits, but took the first steps, faltering no doubt but nevertheless decisive,
towards the integration into philosophy of the second category, that of the whole, the universe, thus opening the
way for the later development which leads.
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" Kant has been criticized for having propounded an ethical system which is purely formal and devoid of content.
This criticism seems to me to be without foundation. It is not Kant's ethic which is an empty form but that of actual

~man in bourgeois individualist society.

! “Genetic structuralism “seeks firstly to identify certain structures within particular texts, and secondly, to relate

_them to concrete historical and social conditions, to a social group and social class”. (Laurenson 1972: 68).

Y"Once we realize that this formula condemns any society based on production for the market, in which other men
are treated as means with a view to creating profits, we see the extent to which Kant's ethic is an ethic of content
and constitutes a radical rejection of existing society.8 Moreover, and no less radically, it lays the foundations for
any true humanismin establishing the only supreme value upon which all our judgements must be based. That
supreme value is humanity in the person of each individual man - not just the individual, as in rationalism, nor just
the totality in its different formsas in all the romantic and intuitionist doctrines, but the human totality, the
community embracing the whole ofhumanity and its expression in the human person. '‘Complete determination’, the
totality,

Would be the realization of a 'kingdom of ends', that is to say, the very reverse of present-day society where, with the

_exception of a few rare and partial communities, man is never more than a means.

Y 1t is not always easy to grasp the existential sense this question has for one who asks it. In everyday life, the force
of habit is so great that all too often everything which relates to humanity as a whole and to authentic man
disappears from view. Or if these ideas occasionally reappear, they are for the most part mere phrases, words
devoid of any real and living meaning. it is veiled and reified by the automatism of everyday life and the
immediately given. This occurs the more easily in that everyday relations with the immediately given are one
aspect of the whole life of man and as such generally appear and operate under the same name as universal human
values. It will always be the mark of a just man that he neither deceives nor consciously hurts another. But today
justice seems to consist of no more than that; it does not matter to the individual if somewhere in the world
thousands of men whom he does not know and with whom he has no personal relations are imprisoned or killed
while he remains silent, or at most deplores it occasionally over a cup of coffee.
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books Inc.N.Y.
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