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This study addresses two fundamental questions: What are the
causes of Iranian society’s underdevelopment? What are the ways to
overcome it? The research seeks answers in the views of Dr.
Mahmoud Afshar and his like-minded colleagues in the Journal of
Ayandeh. Following the Iranians’ encounter with Europe and the
shock of Iran’s defeat in the wars with Russia, a progressive
movement emerged among Iranian statesmen and intellectuals. In
response to the central question: Why have we fallen behind the
caravan of civilization? Various Iranian thinkers proposed different
solutions based on their analyses. These included changing the
script, reforming the alphabet, promoting education, establishing the
rule of law, and fostering Islamic unity, among others. From the
perspective of the journal’s editors, the primary cause of Iran’s
underdevelopment lies in its geographical, cultural, and linguistic
dispersion and fragmentation. To overcome this challenge, they
advocated the creation of national unity and a cohesive national
identity through the strengthening and promotion of the Persian
language. Focusing on the monthly Journal of Ayandeh, this study
examines relevant articles and analyzes the proposed strategies for
nurturing, refining, and expanding the Persian language.
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