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Avrticle Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Studying classical texts enables an understanding of the ways of life
Research Full Paper and belief systems of past societies; it particularly illuminates the
social and cultural rituals, serving as a clear reflection of their lived

world. Among these, the marriage ritual stands out as one of the

most significant manifestations of Iranian cultural heritage. A close

examination of major works associated with the Azerbaijani style of

Persian poetry reveals that matrimonial customs not only document

aspects of social life but also become vital elements in poetic

imagery and meaning-making. Within this poetic tradition, Khagani

o integrates these rituals into the metaphorical and aesthetic fabric of
’Qgﬁﬁ'veeﬂ-'sgtg%i 19.09 his verse more extensively than any other poet of the Azerbaijani
Accepted} 2026-02-09 school of Persian poetry. The present study employs a descriptive—
analytical method. Drawing upon direct evidence from Khaqani’s
Divan, along with comparative readings of the works of Nizami,
Falaki Shervani, and Mojir-uddin Bilgani, the study not only
identifies the terminology and concepts related to marriage rituals
but also examines their functions on three levels: cultural
documentation, imagery, and metaphorical transformation. The
analysis demonstrates that marriage rituals in Khaqgani’s poetry
transcend a simple cultural reporting and evolve into generative
sources of meaning across multiple textual layers. Comparison with
Nizami and other poets of the Azerbaijani style further reveals that,
while all draw from a shared cultural reservoir, Khaqani’s precision
of detail and inventive imagery set him apart. Ultimately, the study
Khagani Shirvani o_ffers_ a renewed understa_mdi_ng of_ the Iitergry_ and cultural
Cultural Functions of significance of the Azerbaijani poetic style within the broader

Rituals history of Persian literature.
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