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The hypothesis, in this interdisciplinary Study, is that the
two concepts of community and identity in the social
science have found various objective manifestations in the
form of numerous combinations - such as identity
communities, ethnic communities, national identity,
networked identity, virtual community, and so on.
Consequently, ambiguity persists both conceptually and in
terms of its concrete manifestations. This study aims to
examine how the relationship between society and identity
is represented in the literary, historical, and sociological
works of contemporary Iranian society in order to clarify
the combination of these two concepts both conceptually
and in terms of their referents. An investigation of existing
research studies and sources indicates that changes in the
type of society - in terms of structural and functional
dimensions - bring about transformations in individuals'
modes of identity formation relative to the temporal
context. This perspective is consistent with Giddens and
Castells, who argue that the emergence of network society
calls into question processes of identity construction in late
modernity, thereby generating new forms of social change.
This is because, for most individuals and social groups, the
network society is characterized by the systematic
separation of the global from the local.
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