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ggsig;ergf’;imde The present study examines the common themes across
four widely read fictional works by Khaled Hosseini
(The Kite Runner and A Thousand Splendid Suns) and
Elif Shafak (The Forty Rules of Love and Three
Daughters of Eve). The research data comprise the full
texts of these works, which were analyzed using thematic
analysis with a data-driven approach. During the analysis

Article History:

Received: y process, themes were extracted based on recurrence, the

9July 2026 co-occurrence of concepts, and semantic patterns, and

Received in revised form: . e . . ..

28 August 2026 were then classified into basic, organizing, and global

Accepted: themes. The results indicate the presence of a set of

2 October 2026 . ] e .

Available online: common themes—including the destabilization of the

7 November 2026 family, female existence within the context of constraint,
and religion in relation to power—that represent similar
human experiences across different cultural contexts.
Without claiming a causal relationship with the extent of
their global reception, these themes are examined as
semantic features of narratives that have circulated at a
transnational level. The innovation of the research lies in
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