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Article type: The short story Dash Akol by Sadegh Hedayat offers a precise
Research Article portrayal of traditional Iranian society during the First Pahlavi
era and reflects patriarchal structures, power relations, and the
constraints imposed on women. Employing a qualitative method
and thematic analysis, this research demonstrates that the
character of Dash Akol is both a symbol of courage, masculinity,
and lutigari (the tradition of chivalrous masculinity), and a figure
caught in the conflict between social norms and individual

gggﬁ'\;’egis“’”’ emotions. His emotional relationship with Marjan, the daughter
10 July 2026 of Haji Samad, is shaped by the system of male guardianship and
Received in revised form: social expectations, which limits the possibility of independent
iié“?:;t 2026 agency for the woman. The identity of lutigari, although it
3OctF<))ber- 2026 consolio_lates Dz_zlsh Akol's sociql capital ar_1d symb(_JI of power,
Available online: proves ineffective in the emotional domain and highlights his
8 November 2026 loneliness and existential crisis. Furthermore, the story

demonstrates that social surveillance and judgment impose
constraints even on powerful individuals, compelling them to
suppress their emotions and conform to norms. The findings of
the research highlight the representation of gender inequalities
and the conflict between individuality and society, and
illuminate the role of realist literature in cultural and social
analysis. Dash Akol is not merely a love story but a reflection of
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Gender Inequality, serve as an effective instrument for examining and conveying
Lutigari. social messages.
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