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The Liko songs of Rudbar-e Jonub, as a treasure of
nature-bound oral literature, reflect the deep connection
between the ecosystem and cultural identity in a region
that today faces severe environmental crises. Adopting
an ecocritical approach and drawing on Jesper
Hoffmeyer's biosemiotics theory, this study aims to
demonstrate how the Liko songs, beyond being merely
poetic texts, function as semiotic systems that narrate
ecosystem collapse, semantic disruption, and social and
identity crises. The examined Liko songs were selected
from two collections of Liko compiled and edited by
Mansour Alimoradi. The findings indicate that elements
such as the bird called liko, palm groves, kahur trees, and
historical places are active cultural biosemiotic signs that
shape the collective memory and semiotic niche of the
residents of Rudbar-e Jonub. The reflection of crises
such as drought, dust storms, and the destruction of
vegetation cover is, in fact, a representation of semiotic
disruption within this semantic network, such that the
destruction of each natural element brings about the
death of a part of the collective umwelt and the
interpretive knowledge of the inhabitants, and signifies
the collapse of social solidarity networks and the
transformation of identity patterns.
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